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CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 0759 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, KE 

SUBJECT: DETENTION OF NOVELIST NGUGI WA THIONGO 

REF: (A) NAIROBI 0052, (B) NAIROBI 0273, (C) NAIROBI 0658 
(D) STATE 010276 

1. NAIROBI TIMES JANUARY 15 QUOTES HIGH-RANKING MINISTER 
TO EFFECT THAT NGUGI WA THIONGO'S ARREST HAD MORE TO DO 
WITH HIS ACTIVITIES THAN WITH HIS WRITINGS. SAME MINISTER 
REPORTEDLY OBSERVED THAT GOVERNMENT HAD NOT MOVED TO BAN 
WA THIONGO'S WORKS. 

2. WHAT PRECISELY UNNAMED MINISTER HAD IN MIND. HOWEVER, 

IS NOT CLEAR. PROVISIONS OF PUBLIC SECURITY ACT UNDER 
WHICH NGUGI DETAINED DO NOT REQUIRE PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF 
REASONS FOR DETENTION AND NO ALLEGATION OF SUBVERSIVE ACTI- 
VITIES ON HIS PART HAVE BEEN LEAKED. NAIROBI TIMES IN 

LEAD EDITORIAL JANUARY 15 UNDERSCORED EXACTLY THIS POINT 
IN PLEA FOR GOVERNMENT TO SPELL OUT REASONS FOR THIS 
AND OTHER DETENTIONS UNDER PUBLIC SECURITY ACT (SEE 
MEDIA REACTION CABLE OF JANUARY 16). 
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3. AT SAME TIME EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS FROM PRESS SOURCES 
THAT BOTH NATION AND STANDARD RECEIVED CALLS JANUARY 12 
FROM OFFICE OF MINISTER OF STATE KOINANGE CRITICIZING 
HANDLING BY THOSE PAPERS OF WA THIONGO DETENTION WHICH 
HAD ALLEGEDLY PLACED GOVERNMENT IN BAD LIGHT. 
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4. THERE HAS BEEN NO STUDENT REACTION AS YET TO 

WA THIONGO'S ARREST. UNSIGNED FLYERS CIRCULATED AROUND 
CAMPUS OF UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI LAST WEEK CALLING FOR 
BOYCOTT OF CLASSES. HOWEVER, BOYCOTT CALL WAS INEFFECTIVE. 

SIMILARLY, AN ANTICIPATES STUDENT DEMONSTRATION AT HALLS 
OF RESIDENCE FAILED TO MATERIALIZE. ACCORDING CAMPUS 
SOURCES, GOVERNMENT HAD BEEFED UP POLICE AND GSU 
CONTINGENTS AT AND NEAR UNIVERSITY AND STUDENTS WERE SCARED OFF. 

5. COMMENT: AT THIS POINT IT APPEARS MOST UNLIKELY THAT 
SIGNIFICANT PRESSURE CAN BE GENERATED ON GOK FROM WITHIN 
KENYA TO BRIGN ABOUT RECONSIDERATION OF DECISION TO DETAIN 
WA THIONGO. 

LE MF.LLF. 
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